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4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I Basis of the report 

Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. D3 Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

I — I Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 



I — I Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

LJBox No. Vm Certain observations on the international application 
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international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 
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□ The international application as originally filed/furnished 
■ "" the description: 

pages 1-10 
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the claims: 



. received by this Authority on 
m received by this Authority on 
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pages* 
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the drawings: 
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3-D 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 
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the description, pages 
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the claims, Nos. 



EZI the drawings, sheets/figs 
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□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 
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1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



'""""" J " 11U ^Piannnons supporting such statement H ,uuwin11 »PP"caDiiity; 



Claims 1-20 
Claims 



Claims 1-20 
Claims 



Claims 1-20 
Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



The p resent notification makes reference fco foll 
documents: 



Dl: WO 01/11138 A (OWENS CORNING FIBERGLASS CORP; DONG 
DAOJIE (US)) 15 February 2 001 (2001-02-15) 

D2: WO 99/13154 A (ELK CORP OF DALLAS ) 18 March 1999 
(1999-03-18) 

Concerning indep endent claim i . 
Novelty: 



Document Dl, which is considered fche prior ^ ^ 
the subject matter of claim 1, describes a method for 
making a web including glass and cellulose fibres, with 
the following consecutive steps: 

- suspending the glass fibre3 ^ water ^ 

a dispersant and a viscosity modifier, 



. YES 
. NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



- mixing the two suspensions (cellulose and gl 
fibres) , 



ass 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

- forming a fiber mat on a forming fabric, 

- adding a binder to the wet fiber mat, 

- drying the fiber mat and cross-linking the binder 
during the drying step. 



Document D2 describes a method for making a web including 
glass and cellulose fibres, wherein said fibres are 
dispersed in process water, to which a viscosity modifier 
and a dispersant are added. The web is thereafter formed 
on a fabric, dried and cross- linked following the 
addition of a binder. 



Consequently, the subject matter of claim 1 differs from 
Dl in that : 



The glass and cellulose fibres are simultaneously 
suspended in the same cationic process water. 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from D2 in that: 

the glass and cellulose fibres are suspended in cationic 
process water. 

Therefore, the subject matter of claim 1 is novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 



Inventive step: 

The problem: simplifying the method of making a web 
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Box No. V 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



including glass and cellulose fibres. 

The solution: simultaneously mixing the glass and 
cellulose fibres in the same cationic process water, and 
thereafter forming a web on a fabric, followed by the 
steps of drying the web and cross -linking the binder. 

The solution to the problem, as proposed in claim 1 of 
the present application, is considered to involve an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)) for the following 
reasons: neither the content of Dl nor the content of D2 
suggests simultaneously mixing the glass and cellulose 
fibres in the same cationic process water prior to 
forming the web. 

Claims 2-17 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore also 
meet, as such, the PCT requirements of novelty and 
inventive step. 

Concerning claim 18: 

Novelty: 

Document D2, which is considered the prior art closest to 
the subject matter of claim 1, describes a web with a 
fibre composition of 80 to 99% of glass fibres and 1 to 
20% of cellulose fibres and containing, by weight, 5 to 
15% of a binder, relative to the fibre weight. No value 
is provided for the tear resistance thereof. 

The subject matter of claim 18 differs from D2 in that 
the tear resistance thereof is higher than 43 0 gf , as 
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Reaso ned statement under Article 3sm with „ TO , , : 1 rv.i/f^UU4/0 ( 

stations an,. ^gSgl S," " " B5 ^ii^bii^ 

meaSUred ^ the ISO 1974 standard. 



The refor e, the subject .atter of clai m lfl is novel (pcT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 

Inventive step: 

The problem, that o£ providing . high ^ resistanoe 
glass and cellulose fibre web. 

The solution: said web includes: 
2 to 12% of cellulose, 



70 to 80% of glass, 



8 to 27% of binder, 



and the tear resistance thereof is higher than 430 gf as 
measured by the ISO 1974 standard. 

The solution to said problem, as proposed in claim 18 of 
the present application, is considered to involve an 
.nventive step (PCT Article 33(3,) for the following 
reasons: neither the content of Dl nor the content of D2 
suggests the above percentages or the resulting tear 
resistance. 

Claims 19 and 20 are dependent on claim 18 and therefore 
also meet, as such, the PCT requirements of novelty and 
inventive step. 
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